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Standing Committee on Public Administration � Seventh Report � �Annual Report 2007� 
Resumed from 25 November 2008. 

Motion 
Hon BARRY HOUSE: I move �  

That the report be noted.  

In moving that the report be noted, I note this is quite a dated report; it was tabled in May 2008, nearly a year 
ago. It refers to the committee�s activities over the previous 12 months, and members can read it. In a brief form 
the report covers the committee�s activities in the inquiries into the governance of Western Australia�s water 
resources and the management of asbestos-containing materials in Western Australian state schools�of which 
the eighth report is a more detailed report. The committee also has an ongoing role in consulting with statutory 
office holders and scrutinising their reports, and the various aspects of that are outlined.  

It is interesting, in terms of contemporary issues, that we briefly touched on the circumstances surrounding the 
transportation of the late Mr Ward to Kalgoorlie. Members will be aware that a coronial inquest is now being 
conducted on that matter.  

The committee also covered issues such as long-term acting in the public sector, which raises many questions for 
successive governments and Parliaments. We had some exchange of communication with the Salaries and 
Allowances Tribunal on its determination to downgrade a couple of parliamentary statutory office positions. The 
summation is that the committee did not get very far. We communicated with the Salaries and Allowances 
Tribunal, but I do not think that the committee achieved much of an outcome from that process. The tribunal�
perhaps rightfully�was very reticent about a parliamentary committee taking an interest in its affairs, if I can 
put it that way.  
There is a very limited reference in the report to travel. I know many other committees have extensive references 
to the travel they undertake, but, unfortunately, our committee has only a very brief reference to travel �  

Hon Kate Doust: It does not have Hon Bruce Donaldson on it.  

Hon BARRY HOUSE: I would not say that. Our committee has travelled sparingly over the past four or five 
years. This report refers to travel by our advisory officer to attend a world water conference in Stockholm, 
Sweden. She must have thought that all her Christmases had come at once, as it was only a month after she was 
appointed to the job that she was asked to go to Stockholm on behalf of the committee. Suzanne Veletta did an 
extraordinary job in gathering the information that she brought back to the committee on not only that occasion 
but also all other occasions on all other matters. The only other travel related to a conference of the Australasian 
Study of Parliament Group held in Adelaide. Jan Paniperis, our committee clerk, and I took part in the 
proceedings of that very interesting and productive conference, and we duly reported back to the committee on 
that.  
I will not spend any more time on an annual report; suffice to say it is a comprehensive record for the Parliament 
on the aspects that we covered. Once again, I extend my thanks and appreciation to all the members of 
committee and the staff.  
Hon ED DERMER: I have very little to add following the chairman�s abstract of the work of the committee as 
detailed in the report, other than to endorse his comments, particularly with reference to thanking our staff, 
Suzanne Veletta and Jan Paniperis.  
Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: Having had such a short time to look at this report, I want to say that, as a new 
member of the Standing Committee on Public Administration, I am very pleased to be on the committee. It is a 
very good committee. 
Hon Barry House: We�re pleased to have you as a member. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: I thank Hon Barry House. It does a particularly good job. I notice that one of the 
issues on which it has reported is its inquiry into the management of asbestos-containing materials in Western 
Australian state schools, and I had intended to make some comments on that issue. 

I think it is fair to say that good public administration is absolutely critical to government. It is particularly 
critical in light of the fact that when there is bad public administration or inefficient public administration, it not 
only is very costly, but also can be very problematic for governments. In the public sector, there is no doubt that 
it is very important that the administration of government agencies is such that taxpayers feel that their money is 
not being thrown around and that they are getting good service for their taxpayer dollar. Certainly, the work that 
I am aware has been done by the Standing Committee on Public Administration is particularly worthwhile. 
Although the committee does not look at individual cases, it takes individual cases to see what sorts of principles 
can be applied across the public sector. The committee is more preoccupied with effecting positive systemic 
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change throughout the public sector. At the moment we are looking at the issue of complaints management. 
There is no doubt that government agencies can do better in that area; there is no doubt that there has been some 
interest by the Corruption and Crime Commission in that area; and there is no doubt that there is much scope for 
improvement. However, I will go back to the seventh report. Clearly, complaints management handling by 
government agencies was not a part of this report, but there were many worthwhile areas of investigation, which 
I hope will lead to much better public administration outcomes. 

It is not often that I compliment a member of the government, but I have to say that Hon Barry House�s 
stewardship of this committee and the way in which he conducts its meetings are very, very positive. Of course, 
some very able and talented members are on that committee in Hon Ed Dermer, Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm and 
Hon Nigel Hallett. Together, those committee members do some very good work, and I am very pleased to be a 
part of the committee. I believe that the seventh report is a testament to the hard work done by that committee. 

Question put and passed. 
 


